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HUCKLEBERRY FINN

‘I never had a home,” writes Huck, ‘or went to school like
all the other boys. I slept in the streets or in the woods,
and I could do what I wanted, when I wanted. It was a

fine life.’

So when Huck goes to live with the Widow Douglas,
he doesn’t like it at all. He has to be clean and tidy, be
good all the time, and go to school. Then his father
comes and takes him away to live in the woods. At first
Huck is pleased, but his father is always hitting him so
Huck decides to run away.

When he meets Jim, a runaway slave, they decide to
travel together down the great Mississippi River on a
raft. They run into all kinds of trouble and danger, of
course, but Huck is happy. Life on the river is so free
and easy and comfortable . . .
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Huck in trouble

ou don’t know about me if you haven’t read a book
Ycalled The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Mr Mark
Twain wrote the book and most of it is true. In that book
robbers stole some money and hid it in a very secret place
in the woods. But Tom Sawyer and I found it, and after that
we were rich. We got six thousand dollars each — all gold.
In those days I never had a home or went to school like Tom
and all the other boys in St Petersburg. Pop was always drunk,
and he moved around a lot, so he wasn’t a very good father.
But it didn’t matter to me. I slept in the streets or in the woods,

and I could do what I wanted, when I wanted. It was a fine life.

I could do what 1 wanted, when | wanted. It was a fine life.



Huckleberry Finn

When we got all that money, Tom and I were famous for
a while. Judge Thatcher, who was an important man in our
town, kept my money in the bank for me. And the Widow
Douglas took me to live in her house and said I could be
her son. She was very nice and kind, but it was a hard life
because I had to wear new clothes and be good all the time.

In the end, I put on my old clothes and ran away. But
Tom came after me and said that I had to go back, but
that I could be in his gang of robbers. So, I went back, and
the widow cried and I had to put on those new clothes
again. I didn’t like it at all. Her sister, Miss Watson, lived
there too. She was always saying, ‘Don’t put your feet
there, Huckleberry,” and ‘Don’t do that, Huckleberry.’ It
was terrible.

When I went up to bed that night, I sat down in a chair
by the window. I sat there a good long time, and I was
really unhappy. But just after midnight I heard ‘mee-yow!
mee-yow!” outside. Very softly, I answered, ‘mee-yow! mee-
yow!” Quietly, I put out the light and got out through the
window. In the trees, Tom Sawyer was waiting for me.

We went through the trees to the end of the widow’s
garden. Soon we were on top of a hill on the other side of
the house. Below us we could see the river and the town. One
or two lights were still on, but everything was quiet. We went
down the hill and found Joe Harper, Ben Rogers and two or

three more of the boys. Then Tom took us down the river by



Huck in trouble

boat to his secret place, which was a cave deep in the side of
a hill. When we got there, Tom told us all his plan.

‘Now, we’ll have this gang of robbers,” he said, ‘and we’ll
call it Tom Sawyer’s Gang. If somebody hurts one of us,
the others will kill him and his family. And if a boy from

et

Tom’s secret place was a cave, deep in the side of a bill.




Huckleberry Finn

the gang tells other people our secrets, we’ll kill him and
his family, too.’

We all thought this was wonderful, and we wrote our
names in blood from our fingers. Then Ben Rogers said,
‘Now, what’s the gang going to do?’

‘Nothing,” replied Tom. ‘Just rob and kill. We stop
people on the road, and we kill them, and take their money
and things. But we can keep a few of the people, and then
their friends can pay money to get them back. That’s what
they do in the stories in books.’

But Ben wasn’t happy. “What about women?’ he asked.
‘Do we kill them, too?’

‘Oh, no,” Tom answered. “We’re very nice to them, and
they all love us, and they don’t want to go home.’

‘Then the cave will be full of women, and people
waiting, and we’ll have to watch them all night . . .’

‘We’ll all go home now,” Tom said, ‘and we’ll meet next
week, and we’ll kill somebody and rob somebody.’

Ben wanted to begin on Sunday, but the others said no.
It was bad to kill and rob on a Sunday.

My clothes were very dirty and I was very tired when I got
back. Of course, the next morning Miss Watson was angry
with me because of my dirty clothes, but the widow just
looked unhappy. Soon after that we stopped playing robbers

because we never robbed people and we never killed them.
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Huck in trouble

Miss Watson was angry, but the widow just looked unhappy.

Time went on and winter came. I went to school most of
the time and I was learning to read and write a little. It
wasn’t too bad, and the widow was pleased with me. Miss
Watson had a slave, an old man called Jim, and he and
[ were good friends. I often sat talking to Jim, but I still

didn’t like living in a house and sleeping in a bed.
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Then, one morning, there was some new snow on the
ground and outside the back garden I could see footprints
in the snow. I went out to look at them more carefully.

They were Pop’s footprints!

They were Pop’s footprints!

A minute later, I was running down the hill to Judge
Thatcher’s house. When he opened the door, I cried, “Sir,

[ want you to take all my money. I want to give it to you.’
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He looked surprised. ‘“Why, what’s the matter?’

‘Please, sir, take it! Don’t ask me why!’

In the end he said, “Well, you can sell it to me, then.’
And he gave me a dollar and I wrote my name on a piece
of paper for him.

That night when I went up to my room, Pop was sitting
there, waiting for me! I saw that the window was open, so
that was how he got in.

He was almost fifty and he looked old. His hair was
long and dirty and his face was a terrible white colour. His
clothes were old and dirty, too, and two of his toes were
coming through his shoe. He looked at me all over for a
long time, and then he said, ‘“Well, just look at those clean,
tidy clothes! And they say you can read and write now.
Who said you could go to school?’

“The widow . . .” | began.

‘Oh, she did, did she? Well, you can forget about school.
[ can’t read and your mother couldn’t read; no one in our
family could read before they died, so who do you think
you are? Go on, take that book and read to me!’

[ began to read, but he hit the book and it flew out of my
hand, across the room. Then he shouted, “They say you’re
rich — how’s that?’

‘It 1sn’t true!’

“You give me that money! I want it. Get it for me

tomorrow!’
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‘I haven’t got any money. Ask Judge Thatcher. He’ll tell
you. I haven’t got any money.’

“Well, give me what you’ve got in your pocket now. Come
on, give 1t to me!’

‘I've only got a dollar, and I want thatto ...

‘Give it to me, do you hear?’

He took it, and then he said he was going out to get a
drink. When he was outside the window, he put his head
back in and shouted, ‘And stop going to that school, or you
know what you’ll get!’

The next day he was drunk, and he went to Judge
Thatcher to get my money. The judge wouldn’t give it
to him. But Pop didn’t stop trying and every few days I
got two or three dollars from the judge to stop Pop from
hitting me. But when Pop had money, he got drunk again
and made trouble in town. He was always coming to the
widow’s house, and she got angry and told him to stay
away. Then Pop got really angry and one day he caught
me and took me a long way up the river in a boat. I had to
stay with him in a hut in the woods and I couldn’t go out
by myself. He watched me all the time. The widow sent a
man to find me and bring me home, but Pop went after him

with a gun, and the man ran away.
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I had to stay with him in a hut in the woods.
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Huck escapes and finds a friend

ostly it was a lazy, comfortable kind of life, but after
Mabout two months Pop began to hit me too much
with his stick. He often went away into town too, and then
he always locked me in the hut. Once he was away for three
days and I thought I was never going to get out again.

When he came back that time, he was drunk and angry.
He wanted my money, but Judge Thatcher wouldn’t give
it to him. The judge wanted to send me to live with the
widow again, Pop told me. I wasn’t very pleased about
that. I didn’t want to go back there.

So I decided to escape and go down the river and live in
the woods somewhere. When Pop was out, I began to cut a
hole in the wooden wall of the hut. In a few days, when the
hole was bigger, I could take the wood out, escape through
the hole, and put the wood back.

One morning Pop sent me down to the river to catch
some fish for breakfast. To my surprise, there was a canoe
in the water and there was no one in it. Immediately, I
jumped into the river and brought the canoe to the side. It
was lucky that Pop didn’t see me, and I decided to hide the
canoe under some trees and use it when I escaped.

That afternoon, Pop locked me in and went off to town.

10
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I jumped into the river and brought the canoe to the side.

‘He won’t be back tonight,” I thought, so I began to work
hard at my hole. Soon I could get out through it, and I
carried food and drink and Pop’s gun down to the canoe.

Then I put back the wood to hide the hole, took the gun

11



Huckleberry Finn

and went into the woods. There I shot a wild pig and took it
back to the hut with me. Next, I broke down the door with
an axe. | carried the pig into the hut and put some of its
blood on the ground. Then I put some big stones in a sack

and pulled it along behind me to the river. Last of all I put
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[ broke down the door with an axe.
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some blood and some of my hair on the axe. I left the axe
in a corner of the hut and I took the pig down to the river.

“They won’t know it’s only a pig in the river,” I said to
myself. “They’ll think it’s me.’

Then I took the canoe and went down the river to
Jackson’s Island. By then it was nearly dark, so I hid the
canoe under some trees and went to sleep.

[t was after eight o’clock when I woke up the next day and
the sun was high in the sky. I was warm and comfortable
and I didn’t want to get up. Suddenly, I heard a noise up the
river. Carefully, I looked through the trees, and I saw a boat
full of people. There was Pop, Judge Thatcher, Tom Sawyer
and his Aunt Polly and his brother Sid, and lots of others.
They were looking for my body in the river. I watched them,
but they didn’t see me, and in the end they went away. I
knew that nobody was going to come and look for me
again. I found a good place under the trees to sleep and to
put my things. Then I caught a fish and cooked it over a fire.

[ lived like that for three days, and then I decided to have
a look round the island. So I went into the woods. “This is
my island,’ I thought. ‘I’'m the only person on it.’

Suddenly, just in front of me, I saw a fire, and it was still
smoking. There was somebody on my island! I didn’t wait.
[ turned and went straight back. But I couldn’t sleep. After
a time, I said to myself, ‘I can’t live like this. I must find

out who it is.’
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Silently, I moved along the river in my canoe, under
the darkness of the trees. And then I stopped. Through
the trees I could see the light of a fire. Afraid, I left my
canoe and went nearer. There was a man lying by the
fire. Suddenly, he sat up and I saw that it was Jim, Miss
Watson’s slave! I was really happy to see him! ‘Hello, Jim,’
[ cried, and I jumped out from behind the tree.

Jim fell to his knees. ‘Please don’t hurt me! he cried.

‘Ive always been good to dead people!

Jim fell to his knees. ‘Please don’t hurt me!’ be cried.
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‘It’s all right, Jim. I’'m not dead,’ I said. ‘But why are you
here on the island?’ I asked.

‘“Well, Huck,’ he began. ‘Old Miss Watson wanted to sell
me. A man came into town and told Miss Watson that he’d
buy me for eight hundred dollars. She couldn’t say no, so I
ran away. I ran down to the river to hide, but everybody in
the town was there. They said you were dead, Huck. I had
to wait all day to get away. When it was dark, I got on to a
big boat and hid. When we came near this island, I jumped
into the water and swam here.’

Jim finished his story and then we both carried all our
things into a cave and hid the canoe under some trees. We
were just in time because then the rains came. It rained for
days, and the river got higher and higher. All kinds of things
came down the river and one night there was a little wooden
house, lying half on its side. We got the canoe out and went
to take a look. Through the window we could see a bed,
two old chairs and some old clothes. There was something
lying in the corner and we thought it looked like a man. Jim
went in to see, but he said, ‘He’s dead. Someone shot him in
the back. Don’t look at his face, Huck. It’s terrible!

[ didn’t want to see the dead man’s face, so I didn’t look.
We just took the old clothes and a few other things, and
went back to our cave on the island.

Another night, when we were out looking for things on

the river, we found a raft. It was made of good, strong wood,
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and was about four metres by five metres. “This could be

useful,” I said to Jim, so we pulled it back to the island

behind the canoe, and tied it up under the trees.
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Huck and Jim travel south

or some days everything went along quietly, but we

were getting bored. We wanted to know what was
happening in town and so I decided to go and find out. Jim
said, “Why don’t you wear the old dress and the hat that we
found in the house? People won’t know you, then. They’ll
think you’re a girl.” And so I did.

Just after it was dark, I got into the canoe and went up
the river to the bottom of the town. There, I left the canoe
and went on foot. Before long, I came to a little house
which was always empty. Now there was a light on, and
when I looked through the window, I saw a woman of
about forty. She was a stranger and that was good because
she didn’t know me. So I knocked on the door. ‘I must
remember that I’'m a girl,” I said to myself.

The woman opened the door. ‘Come in,” she said. She
looked at me with her little bright eyes. “What’s your
name?’ she asked.

‘Sarah Williams,’ I replied. ‘I’'m going to see my uncle,
on the other side of town. My mother’s ill, you see, and
she needs help.’

“Well, you can’t go there by yourself now. It’s too dark.
My husband will be home in about an hour. Wait for him

17
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and he’ll walk with you.’

And then she began to tell me about all her troubles. I
was getting bored with all this until she said something
about Pop and my murder.

“Who did it?’ I asked.

‘Well,” she replied, ‘some people say old Finn did it
himself; other people think it was a slave who ran away
that night. His name was Jim. They’ll give three hundred
dollars to anybody who finds him — and they’ll give two
hundred dollars for old Finn. He got drunk and left town
with two strangers. A lot of people think he killed his boy
and he’s going to come back one day, and get all Huck
Finn’s money.’

‘And what about the slave?’ I asked.

‘Oh, they’ll soon catch him. People want the three
hundred dollars. I think he’s on Jackson’s Island, you know.
I’ve seen smoke there. My husband’s gone to get two of
his friends and they’re going over there with a gun later
tonight.’

When I heard this, my hands began to shake. The
woman looked at me strangely, but then she smiled and
said kindly, “What did you say your name was?’

‘M-Mary Williams.’

‘Oh,’ she said, ‘I thought it was Sarah.’

‘Er...well, yes, it is. Sarah Mary Williams. Some people

call me Sarah and some people call me Mary, you see.’
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‘Oh, do they?’ She smiled again. ‘Come on, now — what’s
your real name? Bill? Bob? I know you’re not really a girl.’

So then I had to tell her another story, with a different
name, and I said [ was running away. She said she wouldn’t
tell anybody, and gave me some food before I left. I hurried
back to the island and Jim.

‘Quick, Jim!" I cried, waking him up. ‘“They’re coming
to get us!’

We got out the raft as fast as we could, put all our things

on it, tied the canoe on behind, and moved off down the

Couy

MW York
@rarkTwain's
St Petersburg) @

VA,

—
-

1

19



Huckleberry Finn

river. When it began to get light, we hid. When it was dark
again, we travelled on. On the fifth night we passed St Louis,
and we decided to go on down to Cairo in Illinois, sell the
raft there and get a boat to Ohio. There are no slaves in
Ohio.

We slept for most of that day and we began our journey
again when it was dark. After some time, we saw lights on
the Illinois side of the river and Jim got very excited. He
thought it was Cairo. Jim got the canoe ready and I went off
in it to take a look at those lights. But it wasn’t Cairo.

After that, we went on down the river. It was very dark
that night and it wasn’t easy to see where we were going.
Suddenly, a big steamboat came at us very fast, and the next
minute it was right over us. Jim and I jumped off the raft
into the water. The boat hit the raft and went on up the river.

When I came up out of the water, I couldn’t see Jim
anywhere. I called out his name again and again, but there
was no answer. ‘He’s dead! ’ I thought. Slowly, I swam to
the side of the river and got out. I saw that I was near a
big old wooden house. Suddenly a lot of very angry dogs
jumped out at me. They made a terrible noise and someone
called from the house, “Who’s there?’

‘George Jackson,” I answered quickly. ‘T’ve fallen off a
river boat.’

Well, the people who lived in that house were very kind,

and they took me in and gave me some new clothes and a

20
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The next minute the steamboat was right over us.

good meal. I told them that my family were all dead, so
they said I could stay with them as long as [ wanted. It was
a beautiful house and the food was good there, so I stayed.

A few days later one of the slaves in the house came to
me and said, ‘Come with me!” Together, we went down to

some trees by the river. ‘In there!” he said and went away.
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On the ground, I found a man, asleep. It was Jim! I was
really pleased to see him. When the steamboat hit the raft,
Jim told me, the raft didn’t break up. Jim swam after it and
caught it. Then he began to look for me.

We decided to leave at once. It’s all right living in a
house for a little while, but you feel more free and easy and

comfortable on a raft.

ke
The Duke and the King

wo or three days and nights went by and nothing

much happened. We travelled at night when it was
dark and everybody was asleep. We didn’t want anyone to
see Jim and ask questions about him.

Then, one morning, just after it was light, I found a little
canoe, so I got into it and went over to the side of the river.
[ was looking round, when, suddenly, two men ran through
the trees.

‘Help! they cried. “There are men and dogs trying to
catch us. But we’ve done nothing wrong!’

One of the men was about seventy years old; the other

was about thirty, and they both had very old, dirty clothes.
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The Duke and the King

I said they could come with me, and we ran quickly back
to the canoe.

Back on the raft we talked for a time and then the young
man said, ‘My friends, I think I can tell you my secret now.
I’m really a duke. My grandfather was the son of the Duke
of Bridgewater, but he left England and came to America.
When the old Duke died, my grandfather’s younger brother
stole everything and made himself the Duke of Bridgewater.’

Well, of course, we were all very unhappy for our friend
the Duke, but he said, ‘I’ll be happier if you do things for
me. Bring me my dinner?’

So we did things for him, and he liked it. But the old man

# it " Iy ‘f: .. AR '.:‘-' r FL

‘Bring me my dinner!’ said the Duke.
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spoke very little and he looked unhappy, too. After a time
he said, ‘You know, Bridgewater, I, too, have a secret.” And
he began to cry.

‘What do you mean?’ the Duke asked. “What’s your
secret?’

And then the old man told us that he was really the first
son of the King of France. He asked us all to go down on
one knee when we spoke to him. We could call him “Your
Majesty’, too. So that was what we did, and they were both
happy. Of course, I knew that they weren’t really a duke
and a king, but I didn’t tell Jim. It’s best if everybody is
happy when you’re living together on a raft.

The King and the Duke were very interested in Jim. ‘Is
he a slave?’ they wanted to know. ‘Is he running away?’

[ had to tell them something, so I said that Jim belonged to
my uncle and was taking me to my family in New Orleans.

‘Well, we’ll travel down river with you, then,” said the
King. “We’ll have a fine time together.’

So the four of us went on down the river, but Jim and I
didn’t like those two men. They were always getting drunk
and making plans to get money out of people in every
town. It’s all right to take a chicken or something if you’re
hungry, but these men were really bad! Jim and I decided
to get away from them as soon as we could. It wasn’t easy
because they wanted to be with us all the time.

Then one morning the King went off into a town and told

24
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us to wait for him. We waited all morning and he didn’t
come back, so the Duke and I went into town to look for
him. We looked all afternoon and in the end we found him
in a bar, drunk, and then he and the Duke began to fight
about some money.

‘Now we can get away from them,’ I thou

{ * ‘e

ght. I turned

We found the King in a bar, drunk.
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and ran back to the river. ‘Quick, Jim!’ I shouted. ‘It’s time
to go!” But there was no answer. Jim wasn’t there!

[ ran into the woods, crying and shouting Jim’s name.
But there was still no answer.

Just then a boy came along. ‘Have you seen a slave?’ |
asked him, and I described Jim.

“Why, yes,’ the boy replied. ‘He’s a runaway slave. I heard
all about it in town. A family called the Phelpses have got
him now. An old man in a bar told Mr Phelps that there
was a runaway slave on a raft down by the river. He said
he hadn’t got time to take the slave back himself. So Mr
Phelps gave him forty dollars and they went down and
caught the slave this afternoon. The Phelpses are going to
take him back to his owner, and they’ll get three hundred
dollars for him!’

[ knew those two men were bad! I asked the boy where
the Phelpses lived and he said it was a big white house a
little way down the river.

I began to make plans to get Jim back. First, I took the
raft and went down to a little island. I hid the raft under the
trees and lay down to sleep. Before it was light, I went off
down the river in the canoe. When I thought I was near the
Phelpses’ place, I stopped, got out of the canoe and went
up to the house. Suddenly, a lot of dogs ran out. They came
from everywhere and they made a terrible noise.

A woman about fifty years old ran out of the house, with
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The Duke and the King

some little children behind her. She was smiling all over her
face and she took me by the hands and cried, ‘It’s you, at
last, isn’t it?’

[ didn’t stop to think. “Yes, ma’am,’ I said.

1
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She was smiling all over her face.
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‘Well, what took you so long? We thought you were
coming two days ago. Your Uncle Silas goes to town every
day to meet you. He’s there now, but he’ll be back soon.’
She didn’t stop talking and I couldn’t tell her that she was
making a mistake. ‘“Tell us all about them,’ she cried. “Tell
me everything.’

I knew then that I had to tell her . . . but just then she
cried, ‘Here he is! Quick, hide!” and she pushed me inside
the house and behind the front door. Then her husband
came in and she asked him, ‘Has he come?’

‘No,” her husband replied.

‘Look!” she shouted, and then she pulled me out from
behind the door.

“Why, who’s that?” Mr Phelps cried, surprised.

‘It’s Tom Sawyer!” she laughed.

S
The plan to free Jim

‘ x Jhen I heard that, I nearly fell through the floor, but

it was a big piece of luck. It was easy for me to be
Tom Sawyer because Tom was my best friend. He and his
brother Sid lived with their Aunt Polly up in St Petersburg,

28



The plan to free Jim

and I knew all about them. Now I learnt that Aunt Polly
had a sister, who was Mrs Phelps. She and her husband
were Tom’s Aunt Sally and Uncle Silas. And Tom was
coming down south by boat to stay with them for a bit.

We all sat there talking and I could answer all their

questions about the Sawyer family. I was feeling really

We all sat there talking and I could answer all their questions.
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happy about this when suddenly I heard a boat on the river.
“Tom could be on that boat,” I thought, ‘and he’s going to
walk in here and call out my name before I can stop him.
I’ve got to go and meet him.’

So I told the Phelpses that I would go into town to get
my bags, which were at the boat station. I hurried up the
road and before I was halfway to town, there was Tom
Sawyer coming along.

When he saw me, his mouth fell open and he looked a
bit white in the face. ‘Aren’t you dead?’ he said. ‘Everybody

said that you were murdered!’




The plan to free Jim

‘I’'m not dead yet,” I said, ‘but listen. . .” I told him
about my adventures, and Tom loved all that. Then I told
him about the Phelpses and that they thought I was Tom
Sawyer. ‘What shall we do?’ I asked him.

Tom thought for a bit, and then he said, ‘I know. You
take my bags and say they’re yours. I’ll come to the house
in about half an hour.’

‘All right,” I said, ‘but there’s another thing. You know

old Miss Watson’s slave Jim, who ran away? Well, he’s a

prisoner here, and I’m going to help him escape.’

Before 1 was halfway to town, there was
Tom Sawyer coming along.
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Huckleberry Finn

‘lim?> Tom said. ‘But he’s—" Then he stopped and
thought. ‘Right. I’ll help, too. I’'ll make a really good plan.’
He looked very excited.

So I went back to the house with the bags, and Tom
came along half an hour later. He knocked on the door and
when his Aunt Sally opened it, he said he was Sid, Tom’s
brother. He wanted his visit to be a surprise for his dear old
Aunt Sally, he said.

Well, Aunt Sally was very pleased to see Tom and Sid.
She thought it was wonderful. She and Uncle Silas were
really nice people.

When we were alone later, Tom and I talked about Jim’s
escape. I said I had a plan, and Tom listened to it.

‘It’s a good plan,’ he said when I finished. ‘But it’s too
easy! It’s got to be a real escape, like a real adventure in a
story-book. So we want something difficult and dangerous.
Now, listen to this. ..

So he told me his plan. I knew it would be a good one
because Tom’s plans are always crazy and exciting.

And we sure had a lot of fun with that plan! We knew
that Jim was locked up in a hut outside the house. Every
night we got out through our bedroom window and dug a
hole right under the wall of the hut. It took us a week, and
it was hard work. We talked to Jim secretly and told him
about the plan, and he was really pleased.

We also wrote secret letters to everybody. Tom said that
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The plan to free Jim

We dug a hole right under the wall of the hut.

355



Huckleberry Finn

people always do this in books. We wrote that there was
a gang of slave-thieves coming up from the south. They
wanted to steal Jim and get the three hundred dollars from
his owner. Well, the Phelpses and their friends got very
excited, and on the night of the escape I went into the sitting-
room, and there was a crowd of men in there — all with guns!

I ran and told Tom, and he said that this was really

good. ‘It’s a real adventure now, all right,” he said, very

excited. ‘Perhaps they’ll come after us, and shoot, and we’ll

all get killed?’
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Well, there wasn’t time to think about it because it all
happened so quickly. We got Jim out through the hole
under the wall, and began to run down to the river. But the
men heard us and came after us. They began to shoot, and
so we ran as fast as we could to the canoe. We got in it and
went over to Spanish Island. My raft was there, and our

plan was to escape on that and go on down river.

We ran as fast as we could to the canoe.
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‘Now, Jim,” I cried, ‘you’re a free man!” We were all very
happy, but Tom was the happiest of all, because he had a
bullet in his leg.

When Jim and I heard that, we weren’t so happy. Tom
wanted the adventure to go on, but Jim and I said that
a doctor must look at Tom’s leg. Tom was getting angry
about this, but Jim said:

“You listen to me, Tom Sawyer. You say I’m a free man
now, and perhaps I am. But old Jim is not going to run
away and leave one of his friends with a bullet in his leg! So
I’'m staying right here until a doctor comes.’

[ knew Jim would say that. He was a good, true friend,
and you can’t say that about many people.

Well, that was the end of the adventure, really. I went
and found a doctor in the town. He was a kind old man,
and he said he would go over to the island. But Tom’s
leg got very bad, and the next day the doctor and some
other men carried Tom home to the Phelpses” house. They
brought Jim too, and they locked him up in the hut again.
But the doctor said, ‘Be kind to him, because he didn’t run
away and he stayed to help me with the boy.’

They took Tom up to bed because his leg was really bad,
and Aunt Sally sat with him while he slept. I didn’t want
to answer any questions so I kept out of everybody’s way.

When Tom woke up the next day, he felt better. I was in

the room and he said to me, ‘Jim’s all right, isn’t he?’
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house

— and they brought Jim too.
A7

They carried Tom home to the Phelpses’
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[ didn’t know what to say because Aunt Sally was
listening, and before I could stop him, Tom went on:

‘“We did it, Aunt Sally. Me and Tom here. We helped Jim
escape.” He told her all about the digging and everything,
and Aunt Sally’s mouth was opening and closing like a fish.
Then she got really angry with Tom.

‘That slave is locked up again and he’s going to stay
there. And if I catch you again—’

Tom suddenly sat up in bed. ‘You can’t do that!” he cried.
‘Jim was old Miss Watson’s slave, but she died two months
ago. Before she died, she wrote that she wanted Jim to be
free, and not a slave any more. Jim’s a free man, not a slave!’

Well, that was a surprise to me and Aunt Sally! She
thought Tom was crazy. ‘But Sid, why did you help him to
escape, if he was free already?’ she said.

‘I wanted the adventure, of course!’ said Tom. ‘We made
a really exciting plan and ... Oh my! ... AUNT POLLY?"

We turned round, and there was Tom’s Aunt Polly in the
doorway! That was the second big surprise. Aunt Sally was
really pleased to see her sister, and jumped up to put her
arms round her. I got under the bed as fast as I could. There
was trouble coming for me and Tom, that was for sure.

Then Aunt Polly said to Tom, ‘You always were a terrible
boy, Tom Sawyer, and I want to know—"’

‘But Polly dear,” said Aunt Sally, ‘this isn’t Tom. It’s Sid.

Tom was here a minute ago. Where is he?’
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“Where’s Huck Finn, you mean,’ replied Aunt Polly.

‘Come out from under that bed, Huck Finn.’
R o T . T

‘Come out from under that bed, Huck Finn.’
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So Tom and I had to explain everything. Aunt Polly said
that Aunt Sally wrote and told her that Tom and Sid were
there. She knew that it wasn’t true, so she decided to come
and find out what was happening. But she said that it was
true about Miss Watson and that Jim was a free man now.

We got Jim out of the hut and Aunt Sally and Uncle Silas

‘Let’s go and have adventures in the
wild country down south.’
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were really nice to him. Later, Tom, Jim and I had a long talk
by ourselves. Tom talked and talked, and then he said, ‘Let’s
all three of us run away one night, and go and have
adventures in the wild country down south.’

It sounded like a good plan to me. “The only thing is,” |
said, ‘I haven’t got any money to buy the right clothes and
things. All my money back in St Petersburg will be in Pop’s
pockets by now.’

‘No,” said Tom. ‘Your money’s all there. Your Pop never
came back.’

‘No, and he won’t come back, Huck,” Jim said. “You
remember that dead man on the river, when I said “Don’t
look at his face”? Well, that was your Pop. You can get your
money when you want.’

Tom’s leg is almost better now, and I haven’t got any
more to write about. ’m really pleased about that because
it was very difficult to write a book and I won’t do it again.
But I think I’'m going to have to run away before the others,
because Aunt Sally wants me to live with her. I’ll have to
sleep in a bed and wear clean clothes and learn to be good,

and I can’t do that again. I’'ve done it once already.

The End
Yours Truly
Huck Finn



GLOSSARY

bullet you fire this from a gun

clean notdirty

crazy not knowing what you are doing

drunk with too much alcohol inside you

duke a man who is the head of a very important family

gang a group of people who sometimes do bad things together

judge someone who decides if a person is a criminal or not

king the most important man in a country

lie (n) something you say that is not true

Majesty you call a king ‘Your Majesty’ when you speak to him

owner the person something or someone belongs to

Pop an American word for father

rob to steal

robber someone who steals

slave a person who belongs to someone and has to work, but
gets NO money

widow a woman whose husband is dead
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ACTIVITIES

Before Reading

1 Read the back cover and the story introduction on the first
page of the book. What do you know now about

Huckleberry Finn? Tick one box each time.
YES NO

1 Huck liked school. []

2 Huck went to live with a woman called

Widow Douglas.

Huck’s father was kind to him.

Huck ran away.

Huck’s friend Jim was a slave.

AN »n W

Huck and Jim travelled down the
Mississippi.
7 Jim had 300 dollars.

O ool O
0 oo

2 What is going to happen in the story? Can you guess? Tick

one box for each sentence.
YES NO

1 Huck goes back to live with the Widow
Douglas.

2 Huck’s father dies.

3 Huck and Jim find a lot of money.

4 Huck and Jim fall in the river.

5 Huck and Jim meet some bad men.

HRERENNEEEE
HEEEENENEE

6 Jim goes back to his owner.
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While Reading

Read Chapter 1. Answer these questions.
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How much money did Huck and his friend Tom have?
Why wasn’t Huck’s father a good father?

Why didn’t Huck like living with the Widow Douglas?
Who was Miss Watson?

What was Tom’s gang going to do?

Why did the gang stop playing robbers?

Who did Jim belong to?

Why did Huck give his money to Judge Thatcher?
Why did Huck’s father want money?

Where did Huck’s father take him?

Read Chapter 2. Put these sentences in the correct order.

~N N (o AW

Then one night, Huck found Jim lying by a fire.
Huck’s father locked him in the hut.

Huck lived alone on the island for three days.

But Huck got out through a hole in the wall of the hut.
Another night, Huck and Jim found a raft in the river.
After that, Huck went to Jackson’s Island in a canoe.
After the rains, Huck and Jim saw a dead man in the
river.

Then Huck shot a pig and put its blood in the hut.
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ACTIVITIES: While Reading

Read Chapter 3. Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)?
Rewrite the false ones with the correct information.

Huck put a girl’s dress and hat on.
The woman in the little house knew Huck.

People in the town believed that Huck was dead.

A W Y -

I[f someone catches Jim, they will get five hundred
dollars.

The woman knew that Huck wasn’t really a girl.
Huck and Jim wanted to go to Ohio.

The steamboat hit Huck and Jim.

The people in the big, old house were kind to Huck.

N &0 NI O\

The raft broke up when the steamboat hit it.
10 Jim and Huck decided to stay with the people in the big

house.

Read Chapter 4. Who said this, and to whom?

“There are men and dogs trying to catch us.’
‘I’m really a duke.’

“We’ll have a fine time together.’

‘It’s time to go!’

‘He’s a runaway slave!’

‘It’s you, at last, isn’t it?’

~N N v AW o

‘It’s Tom Sawyer!’
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ACTIVITIES: While Reading

Before you read Chapter 5 (The plan to free Jim), can you
guess what happens? Write Y (yes) or N (no) by each
sentence.

1 Huck does not tell Mr and Mrs Phelps his name, and
they believe that he is Tom Sawyer.

Tom Sawyer arrives and says that he is Huck Finn.
Tom and Huck make a hole under the wall of the hut.
Jim runs away and the boys never see him again.

Someone shoots Jim.

AN »n S~ W N

Jim is sent back to Miss Watson and the Phelpses get
three hundred dollars.

7 Jim becomes a free man.

Read Chapter 5. Choose the best question-word for these
questions, and then answer them.

Who | Why | Where
. did Tom and his brother Sid live?

. was Mrs Phelps’s sister?

. was Tom surprised to see Huck?

. did Tom tell Mrs Phelps that he was?

. didn’t Tom like Huck’s plan to help Jim?

. was Jim locked up?

. did Tom and Huck write secret letters to everybody?

. was Tom happy when they got in the canoe?

O & NI O \»nn B~ W N =

. was Jim a free man?

. was the dead man in the river?

—
o
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ACTIVITIES

After Reading

1 Huck made people think that he was dead. Imagine that
Huck’s father told Judge Thatcher what he found at his hut.
Fill in the gaps using these words.

axe, blood, broken, door, floor, ground, hair, killed,

pulled, river

When I came back from town, the ____ of the hut was
.Iwentinsideandsaw ____ _onthe____ , and

there wasan _______in the corner. I think that someone

came to the hut and __ Huck with the axe, because

there was bloodand __ onit. Then they __ his body

alongthe __ tothe

2 Put these words into two groups: words about the river and
words about adventure. Then choose two words from each
list and use them in sentences of your own.

river adventure

bullet, canoe, fish, gang, kill, raft, robbers, shoot, steal,
steamboat, swim, water
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ACTIVITIES: After Reading

3 Here is a new illustration for the story. Find the best place
in the story to put the picture, and answer these questions.

The picture goes on page __ .

1 Who is looking through the window of the house?
2 Who is inside the house?

3 What is he looking at?

Now write a caption for the illustration.

Caption:
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ACTIVITIES: After Reading

4 Tom told Huck his plan to free Jim. Here is their
conversation, but it is in the wrong order. Write it out in the
correct order and put in the speakers’ names. Tom speaks
first (number 3).

1 __ ‘Letters? But what will we write in our letters?’

2 _ ‘No, they won’t. We’ll do it at night.’

3 _ ‘Now, listen to this. Jim is locked up in a hut. We
must get him out.’

4 _ “Yes, but we’ll tell him our plan. I know he’ll be
pleased. But we must make it really dangerous, like in
a book.’

5 _ ‘They write secret letters.’

6 “We can run to the river, get into the canoe, and

go to Spanish Island to get the raft.’
7 ‘But the Phelpses will see us.’
‘Very exciting. But how will we escape if they’re

shooting at us?’

9 _ ‘How are we going to do that?’
10 __ “What do people do in books?’
11 __ “We’ll dig a hole under the wall of the hut.’
12— ‘Jim will hear us, won’t he?’
13 “We’ll write that a gang of slave-thieves wants to

steal Jim and get the money. Then they’ll try to stop
us. Perhaps they’ll shoot us. Won’t that be exciting?’
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ACTIVITIES: After Reading

5 People keep a lot of secrets and tell a lot of lies in this story.
What things did people say, or not say? Complete these
sentences. Use as many words as you like.

1 Jim didn’t tell Huck that
Huck told the woman in the little house that
The Duke told Huck and Jim that
The King told Huck and Jim that
Huck didn’t tell Jim that :
Huck told the Duke and the King that
Huck told the people in the big old house that

NN e AW

8 Huck didn’t tell Mrs Phelps that
9 Tom didn’t tell Huck that

6 What do you think of the people in the story? Make
sentences from the chart. Use as many words as you like to
complete your sentences.

Pop bad

Huck brave

Tom was | clever

Jim were | crazy because . . .
Miss Watson dangerous

Mr and Mrs Phelps kind

the Duke and the King stupid

Example: Pop was bad because he hit Huck.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mark Twain’s real name was Samuel Clemens. He was born
in Florida, a town in Missouri, USA, in 1835 and he then lived
in Hannibal, Missouri. When he was twelve, his father died,
and he went out to work. He began to write for his brother’s
newspaper and later he wrote for newspapers in Nevada and
California. From 1857 to 1861, he was a river-pilot, guiding
river boats on the great Mississippi river. The name ‘Mark
Twain’ came from his life on the Mississippi. The river-pilots
called out words like these to the captain of the boat, and ‘mark
twain’ meant that there were two fathoms of water (about four
metres) under the boat.

He started to write books of stories in 1867 and became
famous for making people laugh. The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer (1876) and Huckleberry Finn (1884) are his two most
famous books. Many of the people and places in these stories
are from the years when Mark Twain was a boy in Hannibal
(Hannibal is the town of St Petersburg in this story).

Mark Twain wrote many books. Some of them were
important, some not so important, and he travelled to many
English-speaking countries, talking about his work. Sadly,
he had money problems, and his wife and two of his three
daughters died before him, so his life was difficult and unhappy
when he was older. He died in 1910.
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present simple — present continuous — imperative —
can/cannot, must — going to (future) — simple gerunds ...

Her phone is ringing — but where is it?

Sally gets out of bed and looks in her bag. No phone.
She looks under the bed. No phone. Then she looks behind
the door. There is her phone. Sally picks up her phone and

answers it. Sally’s Phone

STAGE I « 400 HEADWORDS

... past simple — coordination with and, but, or —
subordination with before, after, when, because, so ...

[ knew him in Persia. He was a famous builder and I
worked with him there. For a time I was his friend, but
not for long. When he came to Paris, I came after him
— I wanted to watch him. He was a very clever, very

dangerous man. The Phantom of the Opera
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so angry with him, and so depressed about my future, that I
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house. Great Expectations
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[ started to play, I was so caught up in how lovely I looked
that I didn’t worry how I would sound. The Joy Luck Club
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BOOKWORMS « FANTASY & HORROR ¢« STAGE 2

Five Children and It
EDITH NESBIT

Retold by Diane Mowat

When the children dug a hole in the gravel-pit, they were very
surprised at what they found. ‘It’ was a Psammead, a sand-fairy,
thousands of years old.

It was a strange little thing — fat and furry, and with eyes on
long stalks. It was often very cross and unfriendly, but it could give
wishes — one wish a day. ‘How wonderful!’ the children said.

But wishes are difficult things. They can get you into trouble.
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